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 Our Journey Ahead 
 
Dear Friend in Christ, 
 
 Often during times of transition, the 
conventional wisdom and tendency is to hunker 
down and guard what is familiar. The opposite has 
been true here —Living Word has owned the past 
in all its complexities, but we understand that our 
best days are still ahead. We know that God’s call 
for this community is always in the future—and it 
is toward that future we look with great 
expectation.  
 
 I assume most of us remember the 
opening words of the Star Trek series starring 
William Shatner, "Space the final frontier. These 
are the voyages of the Starship Enterprise. Its 
continuing mission, to explore strange new worlds, to seek out new life and new civilizations, 
to boldly go where no man [sic] has gone before”—these are fascinating words!  But the same 
could be said about Jesus, who was always seeking new frontiers, exploring new worlds, 
reaching out to all people, and pushing the limits of grace and love. And the same is true of 
where God is calling this community— to boldly go into new places. 
 
 Since the beginning of 2010, we have engaged ourselves in active ministry! We have 
completed a congregational survey and submitted the paperwork required to begin our search 
for a new senior pastor.  We just finished ten weeks of successful Life Groups meetings 
centered on fun, study of God’s Word and relationship building. We witnessed the largest 
confirmation in recent history as 34 young people affirmed their baptisms. We were blessed to 
see 20 kids complete first communion class and become a part of our table fellowship. We 
welcomed 45 new members into our community. We continue to be blessed by the 
commitment and dedication of our staff, council and visionary ministry leaders. In addition, 
this community remains cognizant of the need for ongoing healing, and resources are being 
made available through various prayer and listening groups.  
 
 Living Word will continue to be a forward-looking community—boldly going into new 
places and experiencing new levels of God’s presence and grace. We look forward with 
excitement to summer activities for youth and empty nesters, restarting Life Groups in the fall, 
and this year’s Global Mission Festival with Brian McLaren as our keynote speaker. We must 
never lose sight of the grace and calling that lie ahead of us.  
 
 So friends, let us forge forward and create the future of Living Word, remembering 
the words of the prophet Isaiah: Isaiah 43:19 “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs 
forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”  
 
Blessings to you and your family, 
Pastor Emmanuel  
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Celebrate!Celebrate!  
A Night to Remember 

Krause Center Prom — May 21, 2010, 6 p.m. 
 

 “Melissa” tries on her prom dress for the first time.  That is, it’s the first time 
Melissa, 16, (not her real name for her protection) has ever worn a dress.  She turns to 
look at herself in a full length mirror, and tears begin to swell in her eyes.  The staff at 
Krause think she doesn’t like the dress, or perhaps her image is reminding her of 
something from her painful past. 
 

 “What’s wrong?” they ask.  “Are you okay?” 
 

 “Yes,” Melissa slowly replies, “It’s just that I’ve never worn a dress.  No one 
ever told me I was pretty.  I feel pretty.” 
 

 For the third year, the Krause Center is holding a prom for their resident kids 
at 6 p.m. on May 21.  But first, what exactly is the Krause Center, who lives there, why, 
and what do they do for them?   
  
 The Krause Center specializes in treating abused, neglected and troubled boys 
and girls from ages 11 to 17.  Krause is a part of Lutheran Social Services, and is located 
right here in Katy.   Most of the teens are brought in by Child Protective Services (CPS).  
They live at Krause and receive treatment for all forms of abuse.  Krause evaluates and 
addresses the social, physical, emotional, psychological and spiritual needs of each 
child. 

 
 In addition to its residential treatment programs, Lutheran Social Services works with Krause teens as they move toward reunification 
with their families, less restrictive foster care placements or adoption.  The children are also given the opportunity to grow spiritually.  They may 
attend Bible studies and worship services led by volunteers. 
 
 These kids want and deserve another chance.  They want to experience things that kids living in their own homes in Katy experience.  
They want to go to a prom, too.  Currently, there are 65 kids living at Krause, 17 of which are boys and the rest are girls.  Ten percent of the girls, 
just like Melissa, have never worn a dress of any kind much less a fancy prom dress or pair of heels.  Boys have never worn suits or dress shirts.  
So, the idea of a prom in which the theme is A Night to Remember, along with red carpet Hollywood 
star style is incredibly exciting for them. 
 
 Tawana Goodwin, Director of Volunteer Services, said children live at Krause anywhere from 
three months to one year, although one young lady has been there long enough to get to go to her 
second prom. 
 
 "Last year they had flip-flops, not shoes," Goodwin said. "There was a money issue or 
something. So this year they’re very excited about wearing a pair of heels." 
 
 Like proms elsewhere there will be a prom king and queen and second and third runners up.   
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 Kids are nominated by their teachers for the prom court, but it 
is the students themselves who will ultimately vote and decide on who 
wins. 
 For now, Tawana said the kids are looking forward to an 
evening of fun.  
 
 “All of the kids are excited about the prom….they are buzzing!  
Asking questions about shoes, dresses.” 

 Also, “buzzing” about the prom are several local organizations.  The Katy Chamber of 
Commerce, Absolutely Katy Magazine and Katy Lifestyles and Homes magazine have been the 
driving forces behind collecting donations and all that goes into organizing this prom. 

 “We have been involved with the Krause Center for several years.  We heard from some of 
the volunteers about the efforts to produce the prom for the residents 
and I asked Lori Gunn (Katy Lifestyles and Homes) and Beth Nightingale 
(Absolutely Katy) to help in the effort to collect dresses, tuxes and 
financial contributions to help make this a great evening for the 
residents,” said Ann Hodge, Katy Area Chamber of Commerce President 
and CEO. 

 All three women have been instrumental in  contacting as many 
people as possible to help with donations like dresses, tuxedos, shoes, 
purses, and financial.  The goal is for Krause to have their own supply of 
prom attire for the future. 

 Tradition Bank made a cash donation toward prom. 
 
 "Prom is a significant time in a young adult’s life," said Carol Bonaccorso, senior vice 
president of marketing,   "It’s supposed to be something you will always remember. I would love 
the children at the center to enjoy that moment the same way I once did." 
 

 Tawana is counting on prom being "A Night to Remember." 
 

 "I see how much love the 
children want, and how much love 
they give," she said. "I see them 
struggling on a daily basis. This will 
be a break from the usual routine, 
make abnormal normal. 
 
 "I’m probably going to cry, 
but I will put on my dress and I will 
be excited." 
 

     To make a donation or volunteer, 
contact the Katy Chamber, Krause 
Center or the Living Word church office. 

      

 

“These residents desire an opportunity to have a special evening.” 
 
  Ann Hodge, Katy Chamber of Commerce President/CEO 

Lutheran Social Services (LSS) 

    LSS has a long history of serving the 
most vulnerable members of society. 
The agency’s roots go back to 1881, 
when a compassionate group of Lu-
therans founded the first Lutheran 
social ministry in Louisiana to care for 
children orphaned by the typhoid 
plague.  

    In 1926, like-minded Lutherans es-
tablished an asylum for widows and 
orphans in Round Rock, Texas.  

    In January 1993, the two agencies 
merged to become Lutheran Social 
Services of the South, Inc.  

    While much has changed in the en-
suing 128 years, there are still circum-
stances that leave people in need - 
physically, emotionally and spiritually. 
The mission of LSS has remained con-
stant: to provide help, healing and 
hope in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

 

 
The Krause Center located on 
Medical Center Drive in Katy is 
an affiliated ministry of Lutheran 
Social Services of the South, Inc. 

 
www.lsss.org 

www.krausechildrenscenter.org 


